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TEXT:  1 John 4:10 
THEME:  FROM HEAVEN ABOVE…THE GIFT OF LOVE 
 
This is love:  not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as 
an atoning sacrifice for our sins.                      NIV84 
 
Dear Waiting and Watching Advent Christians: 
 
I can be a nervous gift giver.  I worry that the gift I’ve bought is not right for the 
recipient.  I watch their eyes carefully as they first glance at the gift just as it’s 
unwrapped.  What will they say?  What I hope I don’t hear are responses like these:  
“Oh, you shouldn’t have!” which can mean, “Oh, I wish you wouldn’t have!”  Or 
“Well, isn’t this a surprise!”  Or “Are you sure this is for me?” which could mean, 
“This is really inappropriate!”  Or worse, “I’m a size Medium, not an Extra Large!”  
Everyone, after all, is not a gracious gift recipient, nor is everyone a skilled gift giver. 
 
It is that way with the gift of love sometimes.  Not everyone receives it well in every 
circumstance.  Adoptive parents can tell you that sometimes their adopted child has 
a difficult time receiving their love.  With any child, there can be a turning aside or 
even a push back from a child who cannot understand herself why she rejects her 
parent’s expressions of love.  Or consider how difficult it is to receive a gift from 
someone for whom we’ve not purchased a gift in return.  
 
Some gifts can be so generous or so rich with sacrifice that we find ourselves 
embarrassed to receive them.  I recall receiving such a gift at Christmas.  It was just 
too much, simply too expensive to come from this particular person.  “I can’t accept 
this,” I said, “it’s too much.”  The giver’s face fell.  “Please,” he said, “we want to do 
this for you.”  Still sensing the extravagance of the gift but, more importantly, the 
sincerity of the giver, I said simply, “Thank you.”  I remember the look on his face, so 
rich with joy and love that I cherished his face more than the actual gift itself. 
 
I am convinced that unless and until we are overcome by the love of God in sending 
his one and only Son for us, our love toward God and others will be shallow at best.  
The essence of Christianity is not so much that we love God and others but that God 
the Father loves us enough to send and sacrifice his own Son, Jesus Christ.  Now 
because not all of us have had a good relationship with our earthly father, the 
father/son language can be off-putting to some today.  Yet it gets to the heart of our 
Trinitarian faith.  It captures the depth of relationships within the very nature of God 
and the essence of the sacrifice God was willing to make for us.  For a father to 
willingly sacrifice his own son shows more love than a father sacrificing himself.  To 
say that God “sent hs Son” affirms not only the relational nature our Triune God 
but also the reality of the essence of God being love.  As the inspired apostle John 
wrote just before our text today:  “Whoever does not love does not know God, 



Advent 2A, December 4 & 5 2016 

 

2 

 

because God is love” (1 John 4:8). 
 
Notice that John says, “This is love:   not that we loved God, but that he loved 
us."  Simply loving God and our neighbor doesn’t constitute true Christianity.  It may 
be the summary of the law as Jesus himself said in Matthew 22:  Jesus replied:  
"'Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 
your mind.'   This is the first and greatest commandment.   And the second is 
like it:  'Love your neighbor as yourself.'   All the Law and the Prophets hang 
on these two commandments" (Matthew 22:37-40).   But it is not Christianity at 

its deepest; it is not Gospel.  It misses the crucial motivation we have for loving God 
and others—our having received God’s love in Jesus.  We don’t give love because 
it’s the right thing to do or the human thing to do or even because God tells us to do 
so.  We give love because God in Jesus Christ has overwhelmed us with his love.  
We love God and others because God’s loving gift of Jesus continues to change 
and transform us.  We love because God first gave us love.  Again, as the inspired 
apostle John wrote:  “Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from 
God.  Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God” (1 John 4:7).  
 
Dear friends, what is it that you want in these holidays?  One thing that many of us 
long for during the holidays is closeness and love.  Through the entire year we look 
forward to this time—right now—so that we can be reunited with family and spend 
time with friends, those we love.  But deep in the recesses of our mind is another 
reality:  this will not last.  Family will come and go.  Our friends will return to their 
normal lives.  As the years pass, loved ones will disappear from the holiday table.  
And what holiday gathering will be as perfect as it was in our dreams?  We long for 
peaceful, perfect closeness and love, but sin will not allow it. 
 
That is why our loving heavenly Father sent his Son Jesus. 
 
What the world fails to give through its empty portrait of commercialized Christmas, 
God gave to us when he sent his Son into our world.  When we fail to find perfectly 
satisfying love everywhere else in our lives, here in God’s Word we finally find it:  a 
Savior who lowered himself to our level, a Savior who comforts us against his chest, 
a Savior who sacrificed himself to pay for the sin that attacks us.  Why?  Because:  
“God is love” (1 John 4:16). 

 
Dear friends, find the love you long for this year.  You need a Savior.  Your heavenly 
Father gave you his own Son to be your Savior.  No other god has ever loved a 
lesser being enough to sacrifice everything, but our God did, because he loves you.   
 
How will you show your love for him?  By loving his Word so much that you hear it 
regularly and often…by loving others enough to share your Savior—the ultimate gift 
of love—with your family, friends, neighbors, and  the world.  Amen. 
 


